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Last—mmute snags ralse tensmn in MIA

ARIEH O'SULLIVAN
and news agencies

ADEALbrokemd by Gcrmany 10
swap Hizbullah prisopers for the .

bodies of two lYsraeli soldiers
abducted in a south.Lebanon
ambush a decade ago appeared
imminent fate Iast mght. but las-
minute snags and revelations of
the déal to the media threatened to
postpone or even to negate it -
Reports from Lebanon said.
German security officials had
‘examined the remains of the two

corpses to verify their identities -

and seal the deal. Acoordmgtothe
reports, Israel is 10 swap 200
Shi'ite prisoners and the hodies of
slain Hizbullah gunmen for the
bodies of Yosef Fink and’
Rahkamim Alsheikh. .

Butmpons from Beirut late last -

night ‘quoted one Hizbullah offi-
cial as saying the whole deal may
.be off. since it had been Teaked to
the media. . °

T Torael, the defense esmblish-
- ment steadily refused to confirm

or- deny the reports. even as

_detaﬂs emerged throughout the .

day.

- Yesterday momning, IDF -
. belped military chaplains rem

the bodies of at least 14 Hizbullah
gunmen killed in clashes in south

.' Lebanon .and .buried here. Using
traclors, the troops-exhumed the -
‘bodies from numbered gravesata -

special cemetery, near Kibbutz
Gadot along the banks of the
Jordan River. The bodies were
loaded onto trucks and then
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border for the impending swap.

The deal also calls for Isael o
hand over 200 prisoners in Khiam
detention center in the security
zone and two Shiite leaders,
sources told AP,

Israel has traditionally said it
would not free Sheikh Abdei-
Karim Obeid and Mustafa Dirani
unless it obtains information on
missing [AF navigator Ron Arad,
Both Obeid and Dirani were kid-
napped by commandos to be used
as bargaining chips in the negoti-
ations.

Former prime minister Shimon
Peres confirmed 10 reporters that
negotiations, mediated by

Germany, have been pnder way

with Hizbullah since the end of
Operation Grapes of Wrath.
“l spoke about this with

Schmidbauer, Kohls securigy
adviser, AP reported. According
to the report. a six-man German
delegation, including a coroner
and a forensic expert, arrived at
mid-afternoon aboard a chartered
jet. They camried IDF dental chans
and other records on Fink and
Alsheikh. AP reported that the
deal had been defayed by snags,
and is to take place today.

The exact location of the sol-
diers’ remzins is not known, and
Lebanese authorities barred news-
men and photographers from
approaching the Germans or film-

[ .
Call the States.

From Israel, just dial:

177-100-2727
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-prisoner swap

Chancellor [Helmut] Koh! during
my wip to Germany,” Peres told
Istael Radio.

In Beinut, government sources
said the sacret negotiations were
being carried out by Bemnd

ing their arrival.

Schmidbauer, who has helped
broker hoswage releases in the
past, was in Damascus discussing
the exchange with Hizbuliah lead-
ers and Synan and Lebanese offi-
cials, gpovernment sources in
Beiru 1old AP.

Foreign Minister David Levy
said he 1s more hopeful than in the
past that the exchange will place.
“There are things that until the
last moment — and we have
learned this from past experience
—can suddenly change, but there's
certainly room for more opti-
mism.” Levy told Army Radio.

This is not the first tme that
Israe] has tried to bring back the
two bodies. But it is the first time
it has reportedly removed the link

(Continued on Page 2)

Half-
million
strike
against
economic
plan

MICHAL YUDELMAN -

MOST of the public sector shut
down yesterday, as some half a
million workers siruck to protest
against the government’s eco-
ROOIiC program.

Histadrut Chairman MK Amir
Peretz warned that unless the gov-
emment revokes the economiic
measures, the Histadrut will con-

tinue its campaign against them.

Histadrut and union leaders . -

promised fo “drive the govern-

men? and stte crazy ™ amd strike a-
different- semrcvenrweek, ontil- -
the_government fevises il eco- -

nontic decisions. -

Foreigh Minister David Levy
anacked the m for eco-.
nomic decrees he said harm work-

ers and criticized it for not negoti- |

ating with the workers® represen-
tatives. He called on the govern-
ment 1o talk to the sepreseniaives
and come up with an ecopomic
plen with them, rather than dictate
mr.?v?xprwed fear that unl
e ear that unless
the government does so, it will:
not be dble to carry oul its ;mvau—
zation plans.
The . strike, called by the
Histadrie, most of

the public sector, government

ministries and corporations, pub--
lic summer schools and day-care

apparently taken to the Labaness

Workers protest against the government’s new economic program in front ofthe Knsset dunng yesterday’s strike.

centers, local authorities, post
offices, and banks. It also disrupt-

. ed flight schedules.

But dozens of customs workers

in Jeruselem worked as osual '
. despite the strike, 25 did the capi-

tal's health. fund clinics. Some
1,000 municipal workers in
Kiryat Motzkin and Kiryat At
also worked as usual, after failing
to obtain satisfactory amswers
from the Histadrut concerning

. payment during the strike.

Many thousands of workers
demonstrated outside the Knesset
yesterday morning. Peretz, who
addressed them, said, “We 1ake
the povemment's decisions ol
economic decrees seriously, and
we believe it when it announces
that it intends 1o harm the pension
agreements and pension funds.”

Peretz blasted the govemment
for causing the stock market

‘We’re on strike?
Hey, let’s go shopping!

HUNDREDS of moumds of
striking workers took -advantage
of yesterday's sirike-generated

“holiday™ and went on family -

shepping sprees, picnics and trips
to waier and amnsement parks.

Air-conditioned shopping malls
~ notice the suike.

werecrowdedw:ﬂlpa:ents and”

children- secking entertainment . .

and refuge from the heat. ;
Long lines of disgrunted people
formed in front of automatic weller
machines, which continued oper-
ating a.ldmugh the banks *were
closed. :
But anyone who needed mnmc )
ipal services or had any businéss
at the. courthouses or govemment

MICHAL YUDELMAN

ministries found a “closed™ sign

. on the door. Othess complained of
disruptions i train and bus lines. - -

But many-people did not even

~The mific on the Ayalon
nghway and in Tel Aviv was the
same a5 always™ said Dalia
Ebrlich, who drove in from Holon

" in seven minuies flat. “Even the

parking lot ¥ use in Tel Aviv wasn't

any more crowded than om other
I didn’t feel 2 thing.™

Phyllis Glazer realized there

wasasn-ﬂ:eonly whenshedlaled

Bezeq's information service and
received no answer. "My two
daughters go to private summer
schools, so there’s no change in
that,” she said.

“Y have some urgent business at
the bank, as well as a deposit o
make,” _pweler Semadar Michaeli
said wormriedly. =1 don't know
what to do. It can’t wait.”

“1 nnderstand why the stike is
necessary, but I feel it won't do
any good, said a shop¥i- at the
Co-Op Supermarket in Te Aviv's
London Ministore. “The weakar
people, the employees, always
lose out and the goverament fat
cals win.”

- Orient House problem may
prevent French FM visit

FRENCH Fi Minister Herve
de Charette might not stop in
Israel during his visit to the region
next week, to avoid 2 diplomatic
clash over the issue of Orient
House, Israeli somres here said.

In such a case, be woanld wy 1o
meet Prime Minister Binyamin
Netapyahn in Amman, during
.Nemnyaha's visit to Jordan on
July 25..

De Charenlte’s intention to visit

~ Orient House bas capsed problems .

in fixing the timemble. for his ouc
Whilé 2 soures in the Quai d*Orsay
1old Agence France Presse on

|

- with Palestinian represen
Isras] made it clear that it would
not accept such defiance of its-

-

ELDAD BECK
PARIS

Monday that de Cha:em.- wouki
leave for the Middle East on July
22, his official spokesman said that
no date has been fixed.

De Charette is due to' visit
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Gaza and
EgypL. The ‘French administration

alep wants him to have its fisst-

high-level contact with the new
Israeli government However, he
annotnced that, despite Israzli

objections, ‘he intends to pay a.

" visit to Orient Honse for meeiings
tatives.

. sovereignty over Jefusalenw -

-~ Both sides ‘arc aware that a de.

Chareute ‘visit to Orient House

might give the Israeli government -
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a reason to close it down, as was
suggested during the election
campaign.

According to Israeli sources,

. two scensrios are possible if de
" Charette decides 1o visit Orient

House: Soon afiér the visit, Israel
would close down Orient House,
placing responsibility,. on the

French: or Israel would not allow - govern

de Charette to enter Orient House.
Iii both cases, Israeli sources fore-
see a political crisis with the
Palestmians and. 2 diplomatic
clash with the French govermment.
To avoid that, other ideas are
being examined. One would be de
Charette stopping in . Israel for a
few hours for talks with Foreign
_Minister David Levy in Tel Aviv.
: Another is to have de Charene
and Netanyahu meet in Jordan, in
which case he would oot visit
Israel.

—— - - — i E e e we——— -
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crash. “Tt kept annooncing day
and night that the economy isin a
crisis, until the public staried
believing it and the investors now
won't go near the stock market,”
he said.

“What does the govemrnen:
have (o say to the workers who
invested their savings in the prov-
ident funds? These are not market
speculators but hard-working -
employees,” he said.

1Brian Hendlery

Yehoshua Peretz, the prominent
former Ashdod workers’ leader.
accused the povernment of
“dividing the country into masters
and servanis.”

The incoming and outgoing
halls at Ben-Gurion Airport wene
empty most of the day, despite a
Labor Court ruling allowing only
a one-hour strike there. El Al and
the foreign airlines had already

{Continned on Page 2)

Netanyahu: Budget
cuts won’t be changed

Jerusalem Post Staff

THE recently announced budget
cuts will be executed 1o the leter,
Prime Minister  Binyamin

Netanyahu declared yesterday at .

the annual Caesarea Conference
of Israel’s economic decision
makers.

Newnyahu said be was making
this commitment in full coordina-
tion with Knesset Finance
Commirtee chairman Avraham
Raviz, who could be szen nod-
ding in agreement. The prime
minigter’s statement appeared to
be a refutadon of what Foreign
Minister David Levy had said at
the conference earlier.

-Netanyahu went on 1o address
other issues. stating, ~Arab democ-
rafization is the internal affair of
Arab states and is by no means a
condition for any sort of discourse
between Istael and its neighbors.™

Had Israel been surmounded by
democracies, regional peace
would have been a far less
“armed™ affair, he continued, but
it is inconceivable that anyone
impose a form of government on
Arab states the way Douglas
MacArthur did in Japan afier
World War I1,

Conceming the Palestinians, the
prime minister said the agree-
ments inherited from the previous
ment must be kept

“We shall formalize our rela-
tions with the Palestinians,”
Netanyahu continued.

The absence of a framework with
the Syrians similar 10 the one that
exists with the Palestinians is an
impediment to Syrian-Tsraeli rela- ,
tions, he said.

The prime minister also said
that in his meeting with Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak tomor-
row he will discuss the conference
on regional business, which is
scheduled to take place in

December as a2 continuation of the

one which took place In
Casablanca.
The capital markets will be rein-

vigorated once privatization com-
mences, Netanyahu foid the eco-
nomic leaders. He also said that
the capital markets' illnesses did
not begin recently, but are struc-
wral problems which will have to
be treated accordingly.

He said that govemment compa-
nies should be sold at market-deter-
mined prices and that privatizations
should be performed in such a way
that the companies which are sold
do not become privately held
monopolies.

In his address to the conference,
Levy said that white the budget-
cul plan is indispensable, it never-
theless is 0o sweeping. The gov-
emment will have to compromlse

its economic plans, in order 1o
secure social justice and suability.
Levy said.

“One cannot divorce economic
issues from social affairs,” he
said, adding that the cabinet's
determination not 10 raise faxes
was breached by iis decision to
raise the prices of varous ser
vices. That. too, is 2 form of taxa-
tion, panicularly for the weaker
layers of society, he said.

Netanyahy refuted this in his
speech, saying he sees no distine-
ton between social and economic
policy and that the situation in
which the budget equals some 50
percent of the gross domestic prod-
uct cannot continue.

Levy stopped short of justifving
the strike waged yesterday in
proiest of the economic plan. say-
ing the strike harmed no one but
the workers themselves. The gov-
emment, however, must take the
workers into account and not dic-
tate to them, he said,

e e e ————— i m .

Levy-Arafat
meeting
expected

next week

Netanyahu flies to Egypt |
today for Mubarak meeting

DAVID MAKOVSKY

PRIME Minister Binyamin
Netanyahu informed the cabi-
net on Tuesday that he has
authorized Foreign Minister
David Levy to meet with
Palestinian Authcrity President
Yasser Arafat, and sources said
the meeting will take place
next week.

Meanwhile, Netanyahu
heads to Cairo today for his
first visit to an Arab country
since taking office. There is
speculation” the Arafat-Levy
meeting  will be formally
announced in Cairo. and
Netanyahu is expected to tell
President Hosni Mubarak that
the closure of the territories
will be eased,

Levy told reporters he would
meet with Arafat in the “next few
days.™ He will be the first cabinet
minister o meet with Arafal

Palestinian negotiator Sacb
Erakat publicly challenged
Netanyahu te hold talks based on
reciprocity, with each side listing
the other’s alleged violarions of
the Oslo Accords.

During Netanyahu's visit 1o
Egypt. he is also expected to reit-
erate to Mubarak what officials
say he told wld President Bill
Clinton last week — a geneml
commitment that the IDF will
redeploy in Hebron and that Israel
would adhere 10 “every clause™ of
the accords, but without providing
the exact shape of the redeploy-
ment.

He is also expecied o inform
Mubarak that he has instructed his
aides to meet with members of the
US Congress and seek their sup-
port for a Cairo-based Middie
East develepment bank. He is also
10 express strong suppor? for the
economic summit scheduled this
fall.

Egyptian officials have not
committed to a joint press confer-
ence after the talks. due w uncer-
tainty about the cutcome of the
talks and whether guestioning
would vpderscore the differences
between the sides.

Netanyahu’s senior foreign poli-
¢y adviser, Dore Gold, flew to
Cairo vesterday for talks with
Mubarak’s national security

Tel Aviv:
Jerusalem: -
Haifa:

-

!

adviser. Osama Baz.

On Tuesday night in Tel Aviv,
Jordanian Prime Minister Abdul -
Karim Kabiriti briefed Netanvahu
on 1aiks he held in Cairo. Kahiriti
emerzed from the meeting saving
he believes Netanyvaha is sincere
in his commimment to move for-
ward with peace.

Egyptian Ambassador
Mohammed Bassiouny told a Tel
Aviv University symposium on
the peace process yesterday that
Cairo wants to hear about Istael’s
adherence to past peace agree-
menis with the Palestinians and
prospects for progress on this
track in the future.

“We want the prime minister to
know what is possible and impos-
sible to do with the peace process.

(Continued on Page 2)

King
Hassan
won’t meet

PM before
Arafat does

DAVID MAKOVSKY

KING Hassan of Morocco has
linked a meeting with Prime
Minister Binyaniin Netanyzhu
to the premier's meeting

Palestinian Authority
President  Yasser Arafat.
SOurces say.

When Netanyahu balked at
the terms, Hassan turned down
his request (o stopover in
Morocco during his retumn
from the US earlier this week.

According to reports, Hassan
refused to spesk to Netanyahu
on the phone after the May 29
election.

Israel and Morocco maintain
liaison offices in each other’s
countries,

There is speculation that
Hassan is interested in hosting
a Netanyzhu-Arafat meeting.
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' MIAS’ families
hope to
close circle

ARIEH O'SULLIVAN

THE Finks and Alsheikhs have
been through reports before that a
deal was about to be made 10
return their slain sons for burial.
But their hopes were always

. dashed, as the deals fell through

and the waiting continued.
For both families, it is a case of

" not believing it anymore until they

see the coffins.
“We want it 1o come 0 some

. sort of end and get on with our

lives.,” said Hadassah Fink.
“Until they bring Yosef's body
home, there will always be the
ilfusion that it {sn’t true, that one
day he'll come home safe and
sound.”

But Mordechai Fink just wants
to close the circle. ~This isn't
some kind of overexcitement as if
he is still alive, We know what we
are expecting. Tt will simply be a

. lightening of our feelings. There is
. stll pain and sorrow.

“Every Remembrance Day, I g0

: to the miliary cemetery in
- Ra’anana. What do I do there? |

L]

belong there,” he said, noting he

meets other bereaved friends.
“But [ don’t have a grave before
which 1 can stand and pour out my
heart.”

As a reminder to herself that
she is not the only one who has
lived in the shadow of a missing
soldier, Hadassah Fink wears the
dog 1ags of the six MIAs around
her neck.

=There have been reports in the
past, and nothing came of them.
So this time we are waiting 1o see
if anything happens. If we sil at
home every time a rumor Sur-
faces, waiing for nothing o ulti-
marcly happen, then we will break
very quickly,” she said.

In Rosh Ha'ayin. the family of
Rahamim Alsheikh appears cau-
tiously optimistic that this time,
there is a bigger chance that the
reports will bear fruit.

“We feel that something is hap-
pening, but there is still a long
way to go. [ fear that Hizbuliah
will change iis mind at the last
minute,” said Rahamim’s father,
Shiomo.

Policy on MIAs
is changing

BACKGROUND

DAN IZENBERG

THE projected release by
Hizbuliah of the bodies of Yosef

. Fink and Rahamim Alsheikh

fl

seems 10 indicate a change in
Israeli policy regarding soldiers
missing in action, acconding to
Yossi Melman. a commentator on
injelligence affairs for Ha'arerz.
Until now, Israel has demanded
that any exchange be a package
deal, including navigator Ron
Arad. whose plane came down in
southern Lebanon and who was

- .- captured by Shi‘ite militiamen

and reportedly handed over to
Iran. Iran has denied any knowl-

- edge of Arad's whereabouts.

According to Melman, the par-

" ents of Fink and Alsheikh have

L.Always accepted government pol-

- icy on this maner, even though

they knew they could bhave had

their, sons’ bodies back eaglier .

had they ~protested loudly

. enough.

Now, says Melman, the question

. is whether ar not the releass of the

bodies of the two Givati Brigade
soldiers, capwured and seriously

. wounded in a 1986 ambush in
-, southern Lebanon, will be a precur-
. sor to the retemn of Arad. Melman is

cautious, however, because he is

MIA

(Continued from Page 1)

+ between the two MIAs and Ron
© Arad

.
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Last week. Hizbullah deputy
secretary-general Sheik Naim
Qassem, said previous atiempts to
arrange a swap had failed,
because Israel insisted it obtain
firm word on the fate of Arad,
whose Phantom was brought
down on Oclober 17, 1986. The
apparent change in policy could
be a way to get things moving.
hoping it will lead to further
deals.

Tsraeli negotiators were hesitant
to even confirm the latest reports,
for fear the leaks would foil the
exchanges.

=l think any revelations of
negotiations before they bear fruit
can harm them. particularly in
this area of the world,” said Un
Slonim, an attorney who has been
involved with prisoner exchanges
in the past “Without confirming
anything, ler’s wait and talk about
it after it happens. You need to
taste the pudding before com-
menting on jit.”

Caution was also expressed by
MK Ori Orr (Labor), who was OC
Northern Command when Fink
and Alsheikh were captured when
their convoy was ambushed on
February 17, 1986.

“You have io be careful. These
are just rumors,” he told Army
Radio.

Bat US Ambassador Martin
Indyk expressed hope everything
would work out “I do know that
the Germans have been working
on this particular release for some
time. 1 hope very much that they
succeed. The resolution of the
MIAS is an issue of great impor-
ance to the United States,” he
told Israel Radio.

Pedestrian hit by taxi

A Netanya man, 50, was seriously
injured when he was struck by a
taxi late last night while crossing
a local street. He was taken 1o
Meir Hospital in Kfar Sava. frim

not certain Arad is still alive.

At any rate, the fact that a deal
has been suuck indicates “There
is some kind of opening. however
small, in the rock-like inwansi-
gence of Iran and Hizbullah,” he
added.

International contacts for the
release of the MIAs have been
going on for many years. Many
countries and organizations have
interceded with the Iranians,
Syrians, and Palestinian terrorist
groups on behalf of Arad and the
three soldiers taken prisoner in the
1982 battle at Sultan Ya’acoub:
Zacharya Baumel, Zvi Feldman,
and Yehuda Kartz.

However, the German govem-
ment has had the most comtack
with [ran. said Melman. :

There are two reasons for the
German involvement. One is a
genuine desire to help Israel. The
other, however, is the desire of
the Germans 1o salve their con-
sciences for their intensive eco-
nomic relations with Iran. The
German government has fre-
quenty rationalized its contacts
with Iran by saying it uses them
to seak the release of Israeli
MIASs.

"
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US grants PA
$46m., EU
pledges $23m.

agencies
. i i Palestinian
Consul-General in Jerusalem Edward Abinglon and
Rﬁthorit;u President Yasser Arafat held & joint news conference yester-

gy to announce that the US is granting the PA $46 million to develop

resources in Judea and Samaria. ..
wa‘l'?l; US is interested in improving the standard of living in Judea and

Samaria, Abington said.

M hile, the European Union pledged $23m. yesterday to help
busiﬁ:l;m and improve public infrastructure in the West Bank and Gaza

Strip.

An EU Commission statemeat said $19m. would go to upgrade roads,
water systems, sewers, and maintenance equIpment in the largest

-Palestinian towns.

The remaining $4m. would go to encourage private businesses, espe-
cially by building links to European companies, the statement said.
“The EU is anxious to stimulate the economy and cope with the

expec

tations of the inbabitants of the West Bank and Gaza Swip, who

want better living conditions and feel frustrated at certain lacks of direct

asd

ment said. .

tangible benefits from the peace process.” the comrmission said.
The EU gave $16.5m. for the same two projects last year, the state-

US ‘pleased’
by decision
- to ease closure

HILLEL KUTTLER

WASHINGTON

Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat speaks at  meeting with USAID in Nablus yester-

day, as Planning Minister Nabil Sbaath looks on.

PA council challenges
Arafat’s authority

PALESTINIAN Authority head
Yasser Arafar locked homs with
Palestinian lawmakers yesterday
in a power struggle over a draft
basic law that would Gmit his
authority. lawmakers said. .

They said Arafat withdrew a
draft of the Palestinian Basic Law,

. .which the 58-member Legislative .

Council had been discussing for
several weeks, on the grounds that

it had not gone through the proper -

channels before it was debated.
“The draft as a whole limits the
authority of the president. A basic
law would organize life through
instimtions and laws. something
which we are not used to yeL™
said a minister in Arafat’s cabinet.
Counci! member Hatem Abdel-
Qader said: ~There are political
objectives for this. 1 see an

attempt to downplay the role of
the council.”

Arafat said his request was
motivated by a desire to include
the Palestine Liberation
Organization. the source of
authority for his administration, in
the debate.

_.~This draft should not have .

come to you bhefore it was
reviewed by the legal committee
of the PNC. It was a2 mistake. We
should not bypass the authority of
the Palestine Liberdtion
Organization,” he told the coun-
cil.

Officials close to Arafat said he
bad been unhappy with provisions
in the draft which would set limits
on his authority. They did not
elaborate.

The council was holding a reg-

THE State Deépartment said yes-
terday it is “pleased” both with the
“Isracli government’s decision to
ease the closure of the territories
and the direct Arab-Israeli dia-
logue this weak.

“We have long been concemned
by the effects of the closure on the
Caa 2 dite. | Department
Gaza,” Siate - nt

-Nicholas - Burns told

(Remter)  reporters. “We hope_that this

announcement and the steps taken

by Israel wilt help those who have
suffered [there].” )

Bums also said that Tuesday's

Tel Aviv mecting between Prime

Minister Binyamin Netanyahu
and Jordanian premier Abdul
Karim Kabariti, and today’s Cairo
meeting, represent “the kind of
process the US bas had in mind
since [Netanyahu's] victory in the
Israeli elections, that both Tsrael
and the Arabs shonld keep the

door open to- meetings of this

kind.” .

Those meetings, .as weil . as
Israeli-Palestinian contacts
involving, Netanyahu adviser
Dore Gold, are positive and the
US hopes they spur progress on
the Syrian and Lebanese tracks,
Burns said.

ular . session  in  Nablus.
Legislators had delayed their
summer recess by 2 month to fin-
ish debating the basic law and
bring it to a vote.

- The draft defines the powers of
the executive, legislative, and
judicial branches. It limits the
president to two consecuntive five- ... .

PETPRPEY

 Syrian, Lebanese
- presidents discuss

.- - - -

year terms and makes the¢abiner  “DAMASCUS (Reuter) < Sjriah™ Presidént Abdel-Halim Khaddam,

accountable to the Jegislaturee © . -President. - Hafez- ‘Assad -and
PLO officialst said Arafaf.alsp Lebanese President Elias Hrawi -
was unhappy with clauses ifi:the yesterday' discassed how o pres-
law which define succession to sure Prime Minister Binyamin
power should the president resign,; . Netanyahu to change what they
die, or be impeached. - teymed his hardline peace policies.
The draft says ‘the council Asgad’s spokesman Joubrap
speaker would assume power for Kourieh said the talks focused on
up to 60 days in case a sitting the “changes of the Israeli policy
president left office and in that towards the peace process and
time elections would be held fora  efforts to establish a just peace in
new president. (Reuter) the region to be based on the land--
. for-peace principle.” L :
“The talks dealt with. ways of
bolstering the Arab action to con-
front the anti-peace moves and
back Arab demands for a just and
comprehensive peace, which will
retum the occupied lands to their
owners,” Kourich said. .
joined -later by Syrian Vice

--Chief -of -Stff LL-Gen. "Hikmat
Shihabi and" Foreign Minister
.Farouk Shara. -

A senior Syrian official said ear-
lier -that Syria was pleased with
the unified Arab stand expressing
commitment to the land-for-peace
_principle and urging Netanyahu to
accept the basis on which the
pean::e99 process was launched in
1991. : '

“The unified Arab stand chal-
lenges all those who thought that
Arab solidarity was impossible
and that disunity would go on for
a long time,™ said the official.

“This position will certainly
force Netanyahu, who bet on the
Arab disonity to allow success for
his anti-peace policies, to change
his plans and accepr the legitimate
Arab demands,” he added.

rge fire battied near
destroyed last night, in a fire that

Yehuda Avidan

The service is a division of the
beaded by Shas's EH Yishai. -

Histadrut executive in charge of

Agricultare Minister Rafael Eitan (fro

al water shortage and regional cooperation on water.

nt right) and US Ambassador Martin Indyk (front left) meet yesterday to discuss the region-

(IPPA)

STRIKE

(Continved from Page 1)

rescheduled moming flights to
leave before § a.m. and some 30
afternoon flights departed after
the sirike ended at 4 p.m.

The representatives of eight
organizations, incleding those
representing pensioners and larpe
families. also criticized the gov-
emment plans yesterday.

Dr. Yitzhak Kadman, director of
the National Council for the
Child, said, “Whoever says there
will be no new taxes is lving
through his weeth, Slashing child
ailotments, raising public trans-
portation prices, and imposing
pavment on doctor’s visits defi-
nitely constitute taxes.”

on Sunday,

To mark the Shioshim of the passing of our dear

LILY TOPEROFF s5»

we will meet at the graveside
at the Segula cemetery, Petach Tikva
July 28, 1996 at 5:45 p.m.

Settlers, Mordechai differ on
Civil Guard for territories

DEFENSE Minister Yizhak
Mordechai met with setiler lead-
ers last night, and, according 1o
the latter, promised to implement
the decision to set up Civil Guard
units in Judea and Samaria and
heip them coordinate with the

The members of the Council of
Jewish Settlements in Judea.
Sumaria. and Gaza also asked

the government to continue
paving bypass roads, 1o cancel
the previous government’s deci-

sicn to freeze construction in the

territories, and ta permit the sale
of empty apariments in settle-
ments.

Council spokesman Abaron
Domb said Mordechai had com-
mitted himself to including Civil
Guard members in IDF patrols.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Safed . :
H of dunams of the Meron Forest, near Safed, were totally

spread quickly and threatened

Moshav Meron and other commumities.
Firefighters, aided by helicopters, attempted o put out the blaze,
but were hampered by strong winds. :
Curious drivers who stopped or slowed down to view the fire
caused a number of minor road accidents.. - .

Itim

Deri aide head Employment Service

I %dod, an aide‘t’o Shas chairman MK Aryeh
Deri and general manager of the party’s Yom Leyom newspaper, is
expected to be named director of the Employment Service.,
Labor and Social Affairs Ministry,

Avidan has been a board member of Mishan and a member of the

_ special projects. He would say onl
that “there has been talk™ about his filling the position. Y

Two Palestinians murdered near Hebron
Nasser Masalroeh, 25, and a relative, Hamdan Masalmeh, both of
Beit Ava, west of Hebron, were shot dead in their respective homes
yesterday. Residents of the village said they were killed by six men.
“Everyone in the village knows they were killed by the Palestinian
Police for collaboraiing with Israel,” one villager said.

Palestinian policemen in the village said they knew nothing about

Itim

the reason for rhe tourders, which were being investigated Irim
“The minister promised 1o con- LEVY
duct an ongoing dialogue with the L : LE . ’ '
settlers,” he said. {Continued from Page 1) - He said he welcomes
Defense Miniswy spokesman ~ We also want 10 hear from him,” Netanyahu's call for “reciproci-
Avi Benayahu said the atmosphere ~ Bassiouny said. . ty.” which invelves curbing ter-

during Mordechai’s meeting with
the settlers was “positive,” but
denied Mondechai had made any

. commitments with respect to the

Civil Guard or any of the settlers”
other requests. (Ttim)

Shas rejects Religious Ministry compromise

SHAS'S Council of Torah Sages vesterday rejecied
any compromise over the Religious Affairs Ministry.
and demanded thal Prime Minister Binyamin
Netanyahu fulfill his obligation and entrust the min-

istry to the party immediaely,

Shas and the Najonal Religious Party have agreed
0 share the ministry on a rowmtion basis, but have
been at loggerheads over which will get it first.

Several proposals for a compromise were suggest-
ed 1o Netanyahu before he lefi for the US, including
one by Shas leader MK Aryeh Deri that the ministry
be enirusied 1o a figure identified with neither party.

a——

tion.

said

such as Justice Minister Ya'acov Ne'eman, and .that
each party he given a depury minister.

In response 1o, the decision. MK Shlomo Benizri
said that Shas had made concessions in the coalition
negotiations. He added thar Netanyahu had promjsed
at leased twice that Shas would be first in the rota-

“It is unthinkable that just because the NRP is pres-
suring him. he will accept its dictate. The NRP
received more than Shas in the coalition tatks and, in
any case, there is the prime minister’s promise,™ he

(Itim).

At the symposium, Erakat chal-

lenged Netanyahu to- convene -

Isragli-Palestinian  negotiating
leams to. discuss “reciprocal
implementation™ of the interim
agreement “We need to engage in
negotiations and not waste pre-
cious time," he said. . '

BABY’S FIRST BOOK

L * Growth and Development Chart
: * Your Choice - Hebrew/English or Hebrew/Hebrew |

rorism, but the Palestinian
Authority wants w raise what he

"termed Israel’s violadon of no

Jess thar 33 provisions of the
Oslo Accords. Erakat made spe-
cial mention of settiements, say-

 ing “peace and settlements do not

g0 together.”

m;zmmﬁwmﬁwna

Vien
Check * MCard

P.0O.B. 36004 Jecrusafom 91360
Tel: 02.380237

Fax: 02-388423

x
. ®
v
" *
P .'
A
. .
]
e
it .
RILELES
e
a
y
L AT
SRR
-
T
- -‘l’ ‘l
II:"‘ w
.l
IR S,
il ¥
"B
.r"'&‘r
™
-.___-»,-5,' ' L
- . .. "
TR gy




sure

]
Iﬁ-‘
L
.
L

;»M - S
Fs
r;
r—'
rer )
o’
L ]

.yt

A

=)t

L ol

-+ The Jerusalem Post- Thursday, July 18, 1996

Swiss likely to

probe Holocaust- |

- €ra assets. -

.. - MARILYN HENRY

SWITZERLAND appears poised
to commit its financial msutl:mns

and -‘commercial . .agencies . to -
unprecedented scrutiny in a search.

for Jewish Holocaust-era assets. A
pending decree calls for a “eritical

legal and historical review” of the - -

and represematives of the Reich.

. “We intend o look at every-
thing,™ said Christoph Bubb, head
of legal affairs at the Swiss

-- Embassy in Washington.

scope and fate of Jewish assets

that were received in Switzerland

— cither for safekeeping,- invest- -
meat, or transfer to third parties — .-

during the Nazi era.

The decres, which is contdned

in draft Jegislation, would cover

banks, )
lawyers, nomries, trastees, proper-
mm and other “nat-
.or entities or persons”
-l'ikely to have received funds from
WS, ) - L
Althouph the decree would go
beyond the termos of the agreement
between the Swiss Bankers
Association and the World Jewish
Restimtion Organization, its focus
differs. The bankers® agreement
calls for a commission to arrange
for an independent andit that will
determine Jewish assets in Swiss
banks. Although the agreement
does not specify it, thé comrmis-
sion is expected to distribute any
un'}:’i]a.imed Jewish funds.
at commission, agreed upon
in New York on May 2, has not
yet announrced a chairman or an
auditor. . .
The investigation that would be
authorized by the Swiss decree
‘would identify assets belonging to
Jews and those transfested .to
Switzerland between Japnary
1933 and May 1945 by the-
German Natioral Socialist Labor

- agencies, -

The decree, which envisions a

. five-year jnvestigation, is expect-

ed to be approved by the Swiss
Jegislamre when it is introduced
early this fall, Bubb said. It does
not address how any Jewish assets

duncovered by ‘the investigation

.would be retumed 1o heirs. .
. The investigation would be con-
ducied by historians and legal and

" financial expetts, who would be

. 3ppointed by the Swiss parliament

and who would have unrestricted
access lo files.” .
- “Everybody is interested in get-
ting this investigation started, but
the legal formalities have o be
maintamed,” Bubb said. -
- Because the law usually pro-
hibits access to files, the experts
would be obligated to preserve the
privacy of the records.

The draft decree, which was
passed July | by the Legal
Commitice- of the Swiss National
Council, is circolating for com-

‘ment until August 9 among banks,

insorance companies, the Swiss
Jewish organizations and others
who would be affected by the law.
There may be some fine-muming,

_but the decree is expecied to retain
its" current shape. The draft.

already reflects the general view
of how this matter should be tack-
led, Bubb said, adding, “In the
public discussion there has been
no opposition™ o the draft.

HU Agriculture School
looks to prevent
extinction of
land tortoises

RESEARCH aimed at prevénting the extinction of land tortoises has
begun at the Hebrew University's Agricultore Facolty in Rebovor Some

10D tortles have been collecied and relocated to a special facility that
- will-help detesmine ways of boosting: their breeding and preventing dis-

eases among then .

The world's poplﬂaﬁondflindmrﬂesisconﬁnuously declining dae 10

poaching by C
the reptiles are being so
The tortoises have &xi

coliectors and pet lovers. Due to their popularity in Europe,
and their ability to breed reduced.
-for over 200 miilion years, according to HU

experts, who have joined intemational organizations iz ying to save
them. Ran Lapid, a research student in biological sciences, initiated the

project. Over several years, he collected dozens of indigen

ons turtles in

his backyard at home. As be raised them, he observed them scientifical-
ly and camiasd out research. Studying for his doctorate, he sought to insti-

tutionalize his research,

The 1orioise reaches adulthood at the age of 11 to 14, and the famale
lays only a small number of eggs. Of these, only 50 percent survive.
researchers hope to study the hormonal systems of the reptiles and
speed up their adolescence, as well as increase the munber of eggs laid
and protect those haiched fromi being desmoyed. Ultrasound scans, X-
rays, and other iechniques will be used by the researchers, who hope
they will serve 25 a model for tortoise-preservation programs abroad.

bulletin board o

Kahalani said.

The Haifa District Court
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Badash given 15 days to justify Gefen ban
The High Cgr:}voﬂusﬁceymday gave Omer Mayor MK Pini
Badash (Likud) 15 days to Justify his refuszal to let Aviv Gefen give
a concert there this summer. The order, issued in response to a
petition filed on Teesday by the Association for Chvil Rights in
isrzel, also requires Badash to justify his refusal wo let Gefen's
sapporters post 2 satirical poem against Badash on municipal

Kahalani: 27 arrested in car-smuggling ring
Police recemly-amested 27 suspects allegedly involved in
smuggling cars from Israel into Gaza, Internal Security Minister
Avigdor Kahalani said yesterday. ) -
Responding to 2 motion to the agenda submitted by MK Haim
Dayan (Tsomet), Kahalani sai¢ the smugglers included Jewish car
owners, various middlemen, and “clients™ in Gaza. According to
Kahalani, Jewish drivers would drive the cars intp Gaza,
{ identifying themselves at checkpoints with the car’s original papers.
These transfers apparently were not refated to planned terror
activities, he said, though it is clear such cars could Iater be used in
terror attacks or to smuggle weapons into Israel.
During the first half of the year, 16,631 cars were reported stolen,

i fiv rs
Rapists sentenced to :n yea K o

20, Dmitri Igodlin, 23, Emil Haimov, 2‘_3:. and a 17-year-old youth
to five years’ imprisonment for rape. They gang-raped a 15-year-

Evelyn Gordon

Jerusalem Pos: Seaff

Internal Security Minister Avigdor Kahalani shakes hands with United Torah Judaism MK Moshe Gafni ysterda. as fellow MKs
Shmnel Halpert {center) and Meir Porush Iook on. The three met with the minister to air their views on Rehov Bar-Ban. (lsasc Harrir

~“Amit: Police may have
violated regulations at
‘Bar-Ilan protest

JERUSALEM police chief Cmdr. Arye Amit
said yesterday it is possible that policemen

LIAT COLLINS and ltim

deviated from regulstions m their response (o

the demonstrations along Bar-Ilan Street Iast_

Saturday.

“I can't vouch for thie behavior of each and
every policeman. It’s possible police did vio-
late [regulations] and didn’t withstand the
pressure,” he told the Knesset Interior
Committea, pointing out that “it is possible to
file a complaint in the [Justice Ministry's]
Police Investigation Department against any

policeman who broke the law.”

However, Shai Horowitz, a representative of
group formed to increase awareness
of Jewish values, told the committee there is
no point in filing complaints against the police,
-_as pearly all. such cases are closed on the
- . grounds there Is no public interest in prosecu-

i : . However, Amit said he had granted Meretz a
license o demonstrate -again this Saturday at

Manof, 2

non.

- . Amit rejected charges by haredim of whole-
sale police brutality and collective punish-

rage of stones.

7:30 p.m.

ment. He also accused Meretz activists of
“raising the fevel of response in the haredi
street by their presence.” He said Memeiz's
requests to ride convoys and parade along the
smeet was one cause of the recent escalation in
violent demonstrations.

MK Naomi Blumenthal (Likud) also accused
Meretz of causing “provocations.”

The Mererz actvists had not abided by his
decision io allow only five vehicles at a time
travel on the road, Amit charged. Amit said
he had been very worried by the danger
faced by three detectives who were discov-
ered disguised as haredim and had to be
extricated from an angry mob under a bar-

Elazar Sturm, who chaired the committee
which recommended closing the road during

prayer times, told the MKs that Rehov Bar-Ilan

lence.

does not act as a major road during Shabbat
and only 750 vehicles use it during prayer
times. He called on both sides to avoid vio-

MK Avraham Poraz (Meretz) told the com-

mitiee the road should remain open.

he said.

“It's the main road to Ramot Eshkol. There’s
an atempt by the haredi public to close the
road by terror. We're protecting the continua-
tion of traffic and we're protecting the road,”

Internal Security Minister Avigdor Kahalani
met with United Torah Judaism MK's yester-
day to discuss the problem. The MK's warned
him that allowing the road 10 remain open 1his

Shabbat could result in violence.

MK Moshe Gafni {UTJ) said he fears that a
spoittaneous demonstration by exremists in
the area could lead to bloodshed.

Jerusalem
residents
force
removal of
obscene ad
posters

_BILL HUTMAN

AFTER dozens of angry nesi-
dents comacted the Jerusalem
Municipality yesterday to
protest against’ advertising
signs reading, “Who the fuck
is Chacko?™ the city ordered
themn removed.

A city spokesman said the
municipality does not have
any say in posting ads. While
sreet advertisement hoardings
are the municipality’s proper-

-] ty.- responsibility for renting

them out to advertisers is
the hands of a private contrac-
tor, the said. The
spokesman said he did not
even know what the sign,
which first appeared around
the c:gital late Tuesday night,
was verﬁsi%.

The city’s 106 hot line and the
spokesman’s office received
dozens of phone calls protesting
the use of the obscene word on
the sign, he said.

Full story, Page 5
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Patients in experiments should be
compensated, doctors say

PATIENTS who willingly submit
to an experimental medical proce-
dure in the hope of getting better
should be compensated if the
experiment causes them harm,
according to Dr. David Frankl, a
senior lecurer in the faculty of
health sciences at Ben-Gurion
University.

Speaking on the Jast day of the
Second International Colleguium
on Medicine, Ethics and Jewish
Law, Frankl said that the Health
Ministry’s Supreme Helsinki
Committee on Human
Experimentation could make pay-
ment for damages a condition for
allowing such clinical trials.

Prof. Shimoen Glick, head of the
medical faculiy at the Ben-
Gurion University Medical
School. said at the colloquium at
Jerusalem's  Shaare  Zedek
Hospital that anti} the beginning
of the Eighties, a number of clin-
ical trials forbidden ia the US by
the Food and Drug
Administration or the National
Institutes of Health because they
were very risky were carried out
in Ismael, and some patients suf-
fered as a result.

Since then. however. the local -

health avthonities have set much
stricter requirements, he said.
Nevertheless. there are still no
arrangements for compensation.
On the issue of rtransplants,
Rabbi Moshe Farbstein, head of
Netanya's Rabbinical Court, said
that le who want to donate
one of their kidneys 10 someone
other than a first-degree relative
should be able to do so, on condi-
ton their motives are altruistic. If
the would-be dencr wants'to give
the organ only to make maney, it

JUDY SIEGEL

law, he said.

In a discussion on the terminat-
ly ill, Tel Aviv Chief Rabbi Haim
David Halevy said that dying
patients must have their pain
relieved and their emotional dis-
tress addressed, unlike in some
countries, where they are regarded

as a nuisance.

Halevy reitcrated the halachic
position thai while doctors. may
not disconnect dying patients
from life-saving equipment, they
may decide not to connect them if
it would mean prolonging their
pain and suffering without
improving their chances for long-
term survival.

Panel
okays
mandatory
school
payments

LIAT COLLINS

THE Kpesset Education
Comminee yesterday unanimous-
ly approved the mandatory pay-
ments parents must make for the
1996-1997 school year.

It was decided that payments for
studies and crafis materials will be
mandatory only in kindergartens,
not nursery schools.

The committee accepted a pro-
posal by former Education
Minisory director-general
Shimshon Shoshani to gradually
phase out the payments for crafts
materials throughout the state
school system by the 1997-1998
school year. One of the reasons
for abolishing this payment is the
lack of clear definition of the
materials it actually includes.

The fee for crafts in kinder-
gartens will be NIS 72 a year; in
elementary schools, NIS S55;
junior high, NIS 78; and high
school, NIS 55,

Parents will have to pay NIS 27
personal accident insurance per
child in all staie schools. Payment
for dental care will be mandatory
only in areas where the local
council provides the dental ser-
vice. The comprehensive dental
care through junior high will be
NIS 52; the basic care, NIS 27.

A public council, including rep-
resentatives of the local parenis
committees, the Education
Ministry, the Health Ministry, and
the Tocal councit will monitor the
provision of the service.

Hanegbi seeks
to liberalize
kidney donations
JUDY SIEGEL

HEALTH Minister Tzahi Hanegbi
last night asked the head of the
national transplant coordination
center, Prof. Ami Barzilai, to pre-
pare within a month a proposal 1o
allow live persons to donate a kid-
ney to patients other than first-
degree relatives.

This was recommended by the
Supreme Helsinki Committee
chaired by ministry director-general
Dr. Meir Oren. The commuirtee said
such a practice should be allowed if
there is proper supervision of such
donations to prevent abuse.

There has been much pressure to
allow people other than immediate
relatives to donate a kidney or part
of a lung or liver from their own
bodies, due to the long waiting list
for organs and the severe shortage
of cadaver organs.

Regarding the possibility of com-
pensation for the organs, there was
no Apreement among comntities
members and no decision was made.

The members include represen-
tatives of the Health Ministry. sur-
geons, medical ethicists, a sociol-
ogist, legal expens, and clergy.
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